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Comparison of the Cloud Top Heights Evaluated from GMS
Infrared Image with the Heights Reported
by Air-line Pilots. (Part 2)

& #F £ —*

Souichi Nirei*

Abstract

In order to examine the accuracy of cloud top heights derived from GMS infrared
images, the cloud top heights (CTH) are compared with those reported by air-line pilots

during the period from May through September 1982.
Two kinds of the CTH estimation method, the mode temperature method and the
minimum temperature method, which are used routinely in MSC (Meteorogical Satellite

Center) and based on the histogram analysis technique, were used.

Two temperatures

corresponding to the two methods were derived in each case.
The derived temperatures are converted to geo-potential heights by comparison with
climatological vertical temperature profile data, named GMSSA (GMS Standard Atmosphere).
The results show that CTH by minimum temperature method are estimated more
closely to those reported by pilots, and the deviations range from —10.6% to +1.3% as

compared with CTH reported by pilots.
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Table 1 Comparison between pilot reports and cloud top heights from TBB.

NO. DATE  TIMECOFF) LOCATION PILOT . TBB <C> CLOUD_TOP _ERROR __ERROR _* . CLOUD
TIME(ON) REPORT(A) HEIGHT(B) "(A=B) RATE TYPE

v emeim e a e . ¢ S

1 82.5, 2 00102 34,5N 11300 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 99 % (B
02332 137.0E MIN =~45 10800 M 500 M 4%

2 82.5. 2 0510z 35,0N 11300 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 % B
0640% 339,08 ... . MIN ==44 10600 M T00M,. ... 63
3 82,5. 2, 05102 33,5N 2400 M MODE® 4 2800 M =400 M ~16 %
06402 130.5E MIN®= 3  3100M =700 M -29 %
4 82,5, 2 07452 42,0N 10400 M MODE==24 6900 M 3500 M 33 %
© e e . .. 09062 141,0E MIN ==40 . 9800 M 600 M 5%
5 82,5, 2 07452 36,7N 10700 ¥ MODE==4T 11100 M =400 M -3 %
09062 140,5E MIN ==49 11400 M =700 M ~6 %
6 82.5. 3 00332 41,5N 4300 M MODE= 0 2400 M 1900 M 44 %
01482 141.0€ MIN = =7 3800 M 500 M 11 %
T 82,5. 7 0007Z 33.0N 6100 M MODE==16 6400 M «300 M -4 X
01182 131.0E MIN. ==20 7000 M «300 M =14 %
8 B82.5. 7 02467 42,0N 1200 M MODE= 3 2100 M =900 M -75 %
04132 141,5€ MIN = 2 2200 M =1000 M =83 %
9 82,5, 7 02462 35,5N 1200 M MODE==22  T300 M ~6100 M =508 %
04132 140,0E MIN ==29 8400 M =7200 M =600 %

10 82.,5. 7 03412 42,.5N 600 M MODE= 3 2000 M =1400 M -233 % (1]
05082 141,5€ MIN= Q 2400 M =~=1800 M =300 &
11 82.5. 7 03412 35,7N 7800 M MODE==22  T300 M 500 M 6%
05082 14042E MIN =30 8500 M =700 M 8 %
12 82,5. 7 03442 33,0N 8800 M MODE==13 6000 M 2800 M 1N
04532 132,06 MIN ==30 8600 M 200, M 2%
13 82,5.10 99992 34,0N 11300 ¥ MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 %
04532 133,0€ MIN ==52 11800 M =500 M -4 %
14 82,5,13 23292 39,0N 10100 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 %
00432 141.5E MIN ==48 10800 M =700 M -6 %
15 82.5.13 04491 39.0N 11000 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 %
06122 140.5E MIN ==46 10500 M 500 M 4 %
16 82,5,17 02392 34,0N 10100 M MODE==29 8400 M 1700 M 16 %
04482 139,0E MIN ==41 10200 M =100 M 0%
17 82.5.19 99992 35.0N 9200 M MODE==12 5700 M 3500 M - 38 %
.. 2350Z 139,5E MIN m=36 9500 M =300 M -3 %

18 82,5.19 99992 35,0N 9500 M MODE= =4 4400 °'M 5100 M 53 % <8
23502 133.0€ MIN = =3 4200 M 5300 M 55 %
19 82.5,20 0006Z 35,0N 7000 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 %
- 01052 139,0E MIN ==2¢ 7600 M =600 M -8 %
20 82,5.22 01092 35.5N - 4000 M MODE= =2 4100 M =100 M -2 %
02412 139,0€ MIN ==10 5400 M ~1400 M =35 %

21 82,5.26 06372 39.0N 11200 M MODE==11 4600 M 6600 M 58% B
. 07542 142,0E MIN =-46 10900 M 300 M 2%

22 82,5.26 0637Z 425N 5500 M MODE==44 10600 M =3100 M 92 % QU
0754z 142,0E MIN =50 11500 M «6000 M =109 &
23 82,6,30 09412 35,0N 2700 M MODE® 1 4000 M =1300 M “wdg %
. 2033Z 139.0E MIN =-11 6200 M =3500 M =129 &

24 82,7. 8 03417 35,3N 6100 ¥ MODE= 7 3700 M 2400 M 39% ¢B
04542, 138,0E MIN = 2 4600 M 1500 M 24 %

25 82,7. 8 03412 33,5N 9200 M MODE= 14 2500 M 6700 M 72 % ¢C8B
.. .. 0454Z . 132.0FE MIN ==28 9700 M =500 M. _ +~5 %

26 82.7. 8 05112 345N 7600 M MODE= 99 99999 M . 9999 M 999.% ¢8
06062 136,5E MIN =e22 8500 M «900 M 1'%

27 82,7, 8 0511z 7 345N 7600 M MODEw 99 99999 M 9999 M ° 999 % c8
ee ..n0608Z . 135,3E L. L. MIN®-l6  Te0OM . ___OM . __0X

28 82,7, 8 05562 34,2N .., 10700 M MODE= 15 2200 M 8500 M_.. 79% ¢

07102 132,0€ MIN ==29 9900 M 800 M 75

29 82.7.21 0250z 34¢0N° ° 2400 M MODE= 9 3300 M =S00H TCUTe378 cu
. L0440z . 133,06 ... . MIN=-17 _ T800M _ =3300M <225 X

30 82,7.21, 02507 34,5N 3500 M MODE==32 11300 M =7800 M _ =222 % cU
0440Z 139.5E MIN ®=37 11900 M ~8400 M~ "=240 %
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NO. _DATE_ TIME(OFF) LOCATION PILOT. . ._ T8B.<C>, CLOUD TOP _ERROR. __ ERROR ___CLOUD
“TIME(ON) REPORT (A} HEIGHT(B) RATE TYPE
. - e ra e et e m——— e SA=BY /A
31_82.7,22 03147 3;,3~ 8700 M__ MOpE- 15 _ 2100 M. _4600 M .68 %  CB
99992 139,0€ = =5 7 5900°M 800 M s
33778%,1,29 064127 TTTUI3]SNT T 10706 M TMODE= 0 T 5200 M° “'3366'“""“""51'3’""65
— . 08007 131.0E e MIN.2229 9900 M.___ 800 M T8
33 82,7,29 0641Z _ . 33,5N. 10700 M MODE® O 5200 M _5500 M . 51 %___ CB
08002 131,5E MIN ®=34 10500 M 200 M 1'%
34" 82,7.,29 06417777 3aJINT 10700'M MODE= O 4900 M 5800 M’ se %~ Ca
s e e e ..0800Z L 138a0F o MIN.2238 10900 M. __ m200.0M . . "l
35 82,7.29 06412 ... _34,IN_ 10700 M MODE® 0 4900 M 5800 M, 54 % _CB
. 08002 136.0E MIN =33 10200 M 500 M 4%
36 82.7.29 11252 41.5N 6100 M MODE= =2 5000 M 1100 M UK S
. Lo L2367 L L41.0E. . el MIN =_=6 5800 M 300M 8K
37 82,7.29. 11407 _ __ 34,5N __ 9200 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 & _ ¢B
12442 "137.5€ © MIN =e51° 12500 M =3300 M *35 %
38 82,7.30 05162 40,5N 12500 M- MODE= 3 4100 M 8400 M 6T %  CB
. 06362 14140 . . .. L MIN ==29 9300 M 3200 M 25 % ...
39 82,7.3C 05162 . 36,2N 12200 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 % . B
06382 140,0E MIN-®==30 9800 M 2400 M 19 %
40 82,8, 2 08092 38,5N 10400 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 % B
09252 139,5E ‘MIN ®=32 10000 M 400 M 3%,
41 82.8. 5 03232 30.5N 10100 M MODE= 16 2100 M 8000 M 19%  ¢B
05217 132.0E MIN ==29 9900 M 200 M 18
42 82,8, 5 05232 31.0N . 10800 M  MODE= 17 1900 M 8900 M 82% «ca
07202 133,0E MIN ==57 13500 M =2700 M =25 %
43 82,8, 6 22167 355N 6100 M  MODE= 16 1900 M 4200 M 68 %
23352 138,5E MIN = =8 6400 M =300 M - %
44 82,8, 6 22162 34,3 11600 M MODE= 16 1900 M 9700 M 83 %  CB
23357 133,5E MIN ==58 14300 M =2700 M -23 %,
45 82,8, 9 02582 34,0N 11000 M MODE= 15 2100 M 8900 M 80% B
. 04292 134.3E MIN ==48 12200 M =1200 M -10 &
46 82,8, 9 0258 33,5N 9200 M MODE= 15 2100 M 7100 M 1T%  cB
04292 131.5€ MIN ==22 8700 M 500 M 5%
47 82.8. 9 02587 33.5N 3700 M MODE= 15 2100 M 1600 M 43 & Cy
04292 131,0E . . . MIN= 2 4600M =900 M _ =24 %
48 82,8, 9 04207 37,00 12200 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 8 B
05352 140,.5€ MIN ®=51 12600 M =400 M .3 %
49 82.8,10 23402 30.0N 11000 M MODE==43 11700 M =700 M -6 % CB
C. 00272 130,08 .. MIN ==49 12500 M -1500 M -13 0%
50 82,8,12 03202 35,0N 7600 M MODE= 16 1900 M 5700 M 5% B
04092 137,5€ MIN ==30 10000 M =2400 M -31 %
51 82,8,12 04482 34,5N 10400 M MODE= O 5000 M 5400 M 51% CB
... . 08327 . 136,06 . . MIN ==38 11000 M =600 M . =5%
52 82.8.12  0448Z . 34,7N, 10400 M . MODE® & 4200 M 6200, M_ 39
T os32z 136.5E MIN ==32 10200 M 200M 1
53 82,8.12 04481 ° 38,0N ° 710700 M~ MODE= 14 2300 M 8400 M 78
[N - K ¥ ¥ 20 ...,1.3.7....§.E_... memme e o GMIN me42 0 11400 M =T0Q M., . .6
54 - 82.8,19 0020Z  __ 35,3N_ __ 8500 M MODE= 17 1700 M 6800 M  _ . _80 % . CB
01402 140.2E MIN = 0 5000 M 3500 M 41 %
55 82.8,19 04272 77 36 3NTT TT9500 M MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999’ & "TCH
- - . -.0600Z. . 14042E .. .. .oe... MIN ®=54 _ 12900 M ~3400 M, =K Ll
56 82,8,19 0427Z . 35.8N,_.. .8500 M. MODE= 16 1900 M 6600 M 77 % _..C8
0600z ia0.5€ " MIN ==53 12800 M  =4300 M -50 %
57 "82,8.207 06302777 IF,0N 7 L2306"M ° Mopes 17 1700 M 10500 M 86 % ""Cp
e e e 07462 180,5E o _.MIN ==53 12800 M =600 M, 4 %
58 82,8,31 23242 . 38,5N_ 10100 M _ MODE= 99 99999 M 9999 M 999 % 8
99992 " T141,0E MIN ==29 9500 M 600 M 5%
59 82,9.7977035127 TT3ETON T 2400 M MODE= 13 2200 M 200 M 8 ¥
05552 140,0E MIN = 10 2700 M =300 M -12 %
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