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Features of Wet Tongue observed on water vapor imagery
Suzuki Kazufumi

Meteorological Satellite Center, Analysis Division

Abstract
"Wet Tongue" appeared at the heavy rain is observed as a long and slender bright area on the water
vapor imagery. The bright area changes the shape to tongue-like pattern by "sandwich effect”, which
dark areas positioned on the both side of the bright area move to narrow the width of the bright area.
The dark area on the north corresponds to the westerly trough and the dark area on the south
corresponds to subtropical high. Vertical transport of water vapor by convective activity and horizontal
convergence of water vapor by the "sandwich effect" of dark area is important for the formation of wet

tongue.
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