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Abstract

Himawari-8 and -9 are the latest satellites in the MTSAT series. The Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA)
plans to launch Himawari-8 in 2014 and for it to commence operation in 2015. Himawari-9 will be launched in
2016 and enter standby operation in 2017. The Himawari-8 and -9 satellites will be equipped with Advanced
Himawari Imager (AHI) radiometers, which will be comparable to the Advanced Baseline Imager (ABI)
radiometers found on the American GOES-R satellite series. The functions and specifications of the AHI are
notably improved from imagers on MTSATS, so enabling better nowcasting, improved numerical weather
prediction accuracy and enhanced environmental monitoring.
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